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Studies on the Control of Flowering in Azalea, ‘MIE-SATSUKI'

Tatsuya UCHIYAMA, Masayuki KAMADA

Abstract

We investigated the methods controlling the flowering of Azalea, ‘MIE-SATSUKT',
(Rhododendron indicum) is a most popular ornamental woody plant principally produced in
Mie prefecture and flowers late in May to early in June under natural conditions.

They involved time in this plant by subjecting to low and high temperatures for various dur
ations, using a large sized refrigerator and a heated glasshouse, and established a possible
system of a nearly year-round flowering of azalea plants, excluding February and September to
mid October.

Three years old plants could flower as early as of March with exposure to 5 °C for 40 days
from November 25 of the preceding year and thereafter to 18°C. And the plants flowered late in
March, when kept at the same temperature of 5 °C for 60 days and then transfered to 15°C.

In order to flower in summer season, July to August plants should be kept at & °C from mid
May and transfered natural conditions 30 days before flowering at the desired time.

Further retardation of flowering late in autumn, November to December, could be attained by
flowering a chilling temperature to 3 °C and lengthening the time for the transfer to natural

conditions by 50 to 60 days.

Keywords : Azalea, Control of Flowering, Advance the Time of Flowering,
Delayed Opening of Flower.



