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Introduction

Transportaticn decisions have
dramatically changed the face

of cities over the last 100 years.

From streetcars to traffic signals

1o highways anc parking lots,
transportation infrastructure has
reshaped how humans engage with
their surroundings. While many
transpertation Innovaticns were
optimistically Intended to benefit
soclety, the changes were notalways
for the better; from sprawling land uses,
1o highways that divide neighborhoods,
to the public health burden of traffic
crashes, to the sheer amount of space
dedicated to parking cars. a century of
automoblle-orlented transportation
pclicy has left an entrenched legacy in
urban design.

Today, the advent of autonomous
vehicles poses a similar risk—and
presents an opportunity to learn from
the mistakes of the past and ensure
that citles and transportation systems
become mere efficient, sustainable,
and equitable.

The prospect of a widespreac shift o
automated transportation comeson
the heels cf a decade of unprecedented
progress n sustainable transportation.
City leacers and practitioners have

nct only embraced biking. walking.
and transit as essential to theirciy's
atractiveness, but have experimented
successtully with new. more nimble
forms of project delivery and
implementation. Automated vehicles
must not negate this progress.

This Blueprint outlines a visien for
cities in a future where automated
transportation Is both accepted
andwidespread as part of the bullt
environment. it is a human-centered
vision for the potentlal of city streets,
Intersections, and newwerks—ong in
which automation Is hamessed 1o
serve the geals of satety, equity, public
health, and sustainability. As a vision,
Iz sets out o inspire policymakers
and practitioners to challenge

basic assumptions of design, traffic
operations, and engineering and to
preject a vision that builds on present
progress, yet takes advantage of
technological pessibllities.

INTRODUCTION i

A Critical Turning Point

As with other visions of the not-too-
distant future, the Elueprint charts a
course amidst many open questions.
Despite the recent enthusiasm for
automated vehicles, much remains to
Be seen abeut how they will ultimately
oerform on streets and highways, how
oecple will (or will not) Integrate them
inte thelr lives, and how their evolution
may Impact the many pecple who rely
on transportation services for their
livelihood acress the globe.

Speculating on these unknowns is
not the purpose of this document.
Nonetheless, waiting to see how
events unfold is not a viable option.
The onsaet of automared vehicles
marks a critical and consequential
turning point in the history of

" mobility—as impertant as the early

20™ century rise of moterdom, The
oolicles contained here are a step
towards building a policy agenda

anc asplrational framewerk for the
deployment of automated vehicles.
In the absence of such policles,
transportation netwerk companies
and technology companies will
shape urban transportation policy

oy default. Cities must restate and
ralterate their goals and prioridesnow
in order to proactively create citles
that best serve the leng-term needs
of thelr residents—and other levels of
government must heed their call.

For those werking In cltles and
publlc officials, the Elueprintis
intended to serve as a foundational
and aspiraticnal human-oriented
vision for the city—a statement
and visualization of core princlples
n an uncertain future shaped by
technelegy.

For the private sector, the Blueprintis
intended te communicate the uroan
vislon that citles are weorking toward
and the impertance ef partnership to
achleve this vision.

This Blueprint
outlines a vision

for cities in a future
where automated
transportationis
both accepted and
widespread as part of

the built environment.

Itisa human-
oriented vision for
the potential of city
streets, intersections,
and networks—one

in which automation
can serve the goals
of safety, equity,
public health, and
sustainability.
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Slower Speeds,
Safer Streets

This future s not guaranteed—and

history shows we could easily end
a up with the opposite Traffic and
emigsions could skyrocket, “robo-

) routes™—walls of autonomous
— . vehicles with few 2aps—could

- S divide communities, people could
be reiégated 1

Inconveniant and

unplsasant pedestrian bridges, and

_- i high-priced, inequitable mobility
] ¢ could supplant trans't.
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Safety is the Top Priority
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Create a Citywide AV
Working Group
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