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Effects of different salt supply methods on
the attraction effectiveness of sika deer (Cervus nippon)

JI e D
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Abstract: This study compared the attraction effects of different salt-supply methods for sika deer (Cervus
nippon) in forested areas of Mie Prefecture, Japan. From July to August 2025 (41 days), we monitored deer
activity using camera traps at three study sites. At each site, we established three stations corresponding
to a salt—soil treatment (shallow containers buried at ground level), a saltwater treatment (buckets placed
on the ground), and a control. Visitation frequency was approximately threefold higher in the salt—soil
treatment than in the control, whereas the saltwater treatment did not increase visitation relative to the
control. The number of camera-trap triggers per visit event (a proxy for time spent at the station) also
tended to be higher in the salt—soil treatment (1.96) than in the control (1.25). Both males and females
visited the salt—soil treatment, and we found no evidence of marked sex-specific selectivity within the
scope of this study. These results suggest that burying salt mixed with soil at ground level may provide an

inexpensive and effective attractant that increases both visitation and stay of sika deer in the short term.
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