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SUMMARY

We determined the period of cultivation of Crotalaria spectabilis, a plant antagonistic to
nematodes, and its density required to control the southern root-knot nematode, Meloidogyne
incognita.

It took at least 2 months for C.spectabilis to lower under the economic injury level the nematode
density in the soil in pots. In a field with ridges spaced 60cm apart C.spectabilis succeeded in
controlling the nematodes when grown for 3 months at intervals of 30cm in each ridge.

However, when C.spectabilis was cultivated in a greenhouse for 3 months at that density, the
nematode density did not drop till the economic injury level. This is considered to be because of a
high density of nematodes; the index of nematode density, estimated based on the number of
rootknots found in an impatiens, was more than 70 in the greenhouse before planting of

C.spectabilis, while the index was less than 15 in the above successful case.



