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Effects of Varying Limestone Size and Use of Different

Watering Systems on Eggshell Quality
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SUMMARY

An experiment was conducted in which calcium, differing in particle sizes, (ground: 2 ~ 3 mm or
particulate : . 2mm) and two different watering systems, a nipple and conventional system, were

used to observe there effect on eggshell quality during laying periods.

OBSERVATIONS :

1. Total egg production and egg mass were not affected by varying the paticle size of limestone

and with the use of the different watering systems

(Note : A decreased egg production rate was not obserbed from hens who drank from the nipple

watering systems during the peak time of egg production in the summer. )

2. Consumption of feed, body weight, and the feed conversion ratio of hens who fed on particulate
limestone, decreased significantly when compared with those feeding on ground limestone.
3. Consumption of feed, body weight, and the feed cocversion ratio of hens feeding from the

nippl watering systems decreased significantly when compated with those feeding from the conven-

tional watering systems.

4. Varying the level of limestone size had no effect on shell strength and shell thickness.
5. From weeks 52 thru 75 of age, it was observed that hens feeding on the nipple systems in the

Haugh unit increased egg production significantly compated with those feeding from cnventional

watering systems.



