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Technique for Controlling the Age of Sexual
Maturity by Hatched Season on the La.yer‘
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Technique for Controlling the Age of Sexual
Maturity by Hatched Season on the Layer

Kenji SASAKI and Yuji DEGUCHI

SUMMARY

White Leghorn females strains were reared under restricted feeding conditions from 10 to 20 weeks old. The
chicks in this -experiment were hatched some in spring, in summer, in autumn and in winter. And the sexual
maturity and the laying ability by the restriction ratio were compared for the hatch. The amount of food were
restricted to 10, 20 and 30% of the voluntary food intake.

1. The larger the restriction ratio was, the later the age at first eggs was and the egg weight at first eggs laid
by the adlibitum feeding was bigger than the restricted feeding.

2. In autumn and winter hatched group, the egg laying performance of adlibitum feeding was observed to be less
than the restricted feeding, but in spring and summer hatched group the tendency was observed. The egg
production and egg mass were no different for the restriction ratio. The feed intake of adlibitum feeding was
more than the restricted feeding.

3. Total of standardized eggs (MS, M and L eggs) of the adlibitum feeding was more than the restricted feeding
during laying period.

4. About the economy included the food cost of growing period, the adlibitum feeding was more than the
restricted feeding for spring, autumn and winter hatch. But summer hatch was no improvement in egg
production, therefore the economy also tended to be the same.

5. As to the economy, the spring hatched group of 20-30% restriction, the summer hatched group of 10%, the
autumn hatched group of 10-20%6 and the winter hatched group of 30% were the best technique.



